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Abstract

The organic fraction of aboriginal skeletal fragments from Maroona, Victoria, gave a
radiocarbon age in 8th cent. AD.

Introduction

A radiocarbon date of 1190 ± 90 years B.P. (GaK-1059) has been obtained
for aboriginal skeletal fragments from Maroona, 9 miles S. of Ararat, Victoria.

The site is a sand and gravel quarry operated by the Shire of Ararat, and is in the

Parish of Kiora (No section, C.A. 15A). It is reached by travelling 9 miles S. from
Ararat to Maroona, then about 1 mile W. to the property owned by Gleeson
Brothers. The quarry is on the S. side of the road opposite Mr R. Gellie's home-
stead. This area has been geologically mapped by the Mines Department of Vic-

toria as can be seen in their map of the Langi Logan Lead System (Hunter 1909).
The sand pit is on the left bank of a creek which flows into the Hopkins River.

The quarry reveals horizontally bedded sand and gravel which is very poorly sorted

and with current bedding. Most of the rock is rather angular granitic detritus. There
are also some pebbles of milky quartz up to two inches in diameter, some buckshot

gravel, a few pieces of non-magnetic iron oxide, and a few pieces of mica schist;

one piece of granite was seen. Thus the sand and gravel came mostly from the

granites to the north, with minor contributions from bedrock and basalt. Where
tested with acid, no sign of carbonates was found. The coarseness of the sediments

and the current bedding show that the deposits were laid down by rapidly moving

waters, and probably do not represent a very long period of sedimentation.

An imperfect but fairly well preserved calvaria (Maroona 1) was brought to

the National Museum by Mrs Margaret Smith for her father Mr T. N. Muntz,

engineer to the Shire of Ararat. A site was indicated by the Shire engineers in the

SE. corner of the quarry where the imperfect cranium was found at a depth 'be-

tween four and five feet' by the bulldozer excavating sand and gravel. On the NW.
side of the pit another locality was shown where, at a depth 'between six and seven

feet', the bulldozer removed a skeleton. Fragments of this skeleton were collected

by me and used for the radiocarbon dating. It was not possible to determine

whether the remains had been stratified or had reached their position by some other

means. Mr Muntz kindly donated all the specimens found to the National Museum.

Their preservation is similar.

Stratigraphy

The fluviatile sediments in which the quarry is excavated present the following

succession:

0-3 in. Light brownish grey top soil (10 YR 6/2).

3-21 in. Light reddish-brown sandy gravel ((5 YR 6/4).
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same age. Basalt is available in the nearby countryside, so the piece of rock need
not have been brought very far. It measures approximately 5V X 7" X 4i", and
weighs 12 lbs 6oz. (PI. 16, fig. 1).

Conclusions

About 1200 years ago an adult aboriginal, probably a woman, lived in the
Maroona district of Victoria. Part of the territory of these people was the flood
plain of the stream which flows into the Hopkins River, a good place for food
gathering. The only direct cultural evidence is the double mortar which was found
associated with the dated skeleton. Judging by the deep depressions in this piece of
basalt, the stone had been in use for a long time, presumably for milling grass
seeds and pounding roots. Search failed to reveal any other evidences of aboriginal
occupation.
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Explanation of Plate

Plate 16

Basalt mortar and aboriginal calvaria from Maroona, Victoria.


